Ten Thematic Strands of Social Studies

Study of culture and cultural diversity.
Human beings create, learn, and adapt culture. Culture helps us to understand ourselves as
both individuals and members of various groups. Human cultures exhibit both similarities and
differences.
During the early years of school, the exploration of the concepts of likenesses and
differences in school subjects such as language arts, mathematics, science, music, and art
makes the study of culture appropriate. Socially, the young learner is beginning to interact
with other students, some of whom are like the student and some different; naturally, he or
she wants to know more about others.
In the middle grades, students begin to explore and ask questions about the nature of
culture and specific aspects of culture, such as language and beliefs, and the influence of
those aspects on human behavior.

Study of the ways human beings view themselves in and over time.
Human beings seek to understand their historical roots and to locate themselves in time. Such
understanding involves knowing what things were like in the past and how things change and
develop.
Learners in early grades gain experience with sequencing to establish a sense of order and
time. In addition, they begin to recognize that individuals may hold different views about the
past and to understand the linkages between human decisions and consequences. Thus, the
foundation is laid for the development of historical knowledge, skills, and values.
In the middle grades, students, through a more formal study of history, continue to expand
their understanding of the past and of historical concepts and inquiry. They begin to
understand and appreciate differences in historical perspectives, recognizing that
interpretations are influenced by individual experiences, societal values, and cultural
traditions.

Study of people, places, and environments.
The study of people, places, and human-environment interactions assists learners as they
create their spatial views and geographic perspectives of the world.
In the early grades, young learners draw upon immediate personal experiences as a basis
for exploring geographic concepts and skills. They also express interest in things distant and
unfamiliar and have concern for the use and abuse of the physical environment.
During the middle school years, students relate their personal experiences to happenings
in other environmental contexts. Appropriate experiences will encourage increasingly abstract
thought as students use data and apply skills in analyzing human behavior in relation to its
physical and cultural environment.

Study of individual development and identity.
Personal identity is shaped by one's culture, by groups, and by institutional influences.
Examination of various forms of human behavior enhances understanding of the relationships
among social norms and emerging personal identities, the social processes that influence
identity formation, and the ethical principles underlying individual action
In the early grades, for example, observing brothers, sisters, and older adults, looking at
family photo albums, remembering past achievements and projecting oneself into the future,
and comparing the patterns of behavior evident in people of different age groups are
appropriate activities because young learners develop their personal identities in the context
of families, peers, schools, and communities. Central to this development are the exploration,
identification, and analysis of how individuals relate to others.
In the middle grades, issues of personal identity are refocused as the individual begins to
explain self in relation to others in the society and culture.

Study of interactions among individuals, groups, and institutions.
It is important that students know how institutions are formed, what controls and influences
them, how they control and influence individuals and culture, and how institutions can be
maintained or changed.
Young children are given opportunities to examine various institutions that affect their lives
and influence their thinking.
Middle school learners benefit from varied experiences through which they examine the
ways in which institutions change over time, promote social conformity, and influence culture.
They are encouraged to use this understanding to suggest ways to work through institutional
change for the common good

Study of how people create and change structures of power, authority, and
governance.
Understanding the historical development of structures of power, authority, and governance
and their evolving functions in contemporary U.S. society, as well as in other parts of the
world, is essential for developing civic competence. In exploring this theme, students confront
questions such as: What is power? What forms does it take? Who holds it? How is it gained,
used, and justified? What is legitimate authority? How are governments created, structured,
maintained, and changed?
Learners in the early grades explore their natural and developing sense of fairness and
order as they experience relationships with others. They develop an increasingly
comprehensive awareness of rights and responsibilities in specific contexts.
During the middle school years, these rights and responsibilities are applied in more
complex contexts with emphasis on new applications

Study of how people organize for the production, distribution, and consumption of
goods and services.
People have wants that often exceed the limited resources available to them. As a result, a
variety of ways have been invented to decide upon answers to four fundamental questions:
What is to be produced? How is production to be organized? How are goods and services to be
distributed? What is the most effective allocation of the factors of production (land, labor,
capital, and management
Young learners begin by differentiating between wants and needs. They explore economic
decisions as they compare their own economic experiences with those of others and consider
the wider consequences of those decisions on groups, communities, the nation, and beyond.

In the middle grades, learners expand their knowledge of economic concepts and principles,
and use economic reasoning processes in addressing issues related to the four fundamental
economic questions.

Study of relationships among science, technology, and society.
Technology is as old as the first crude tool invented by prehistoric humans, but today's
technology forms the basis for some of our most difficult social choices. Modern life as we
know it would be impossible without technology and the science that supports it. But
technology brings with it many questions: Is new technology always better than that which it
will replace? What can we learn from the past about how new technologies result in broader
social change, some of which is unanticipated? How can we cope with the ever-increasing pace
of change, perhaps even with the feeling that technology has gotten out of control? How can
we manage technology so that the greatest number of people benefit from it?
Young children learn how technologies form systems and how their daily lives are
intertwined with a host of technologies. They study how basic technologies such as ships,
automobiles, and airplanes have evolved and how we have employed technology such as air
conditioning, dams, and irrigation to modify our physical environment.
By the middle grades, students begin to explore the complex relationships among
technology, human values, and behavior. They will find that science and technology bring
changes that surprise us and even challenge our beliefs, as in the case of discoveries and their
applications related to our universe, the genetic basis of life, atomic physics, and others.

Study of global connections and interdependence.
The realities of global interdependence require understanding the increasingly important and
diverse global connections among world societies. Analysis of tensions between national
interests and global priorities contributes to the development of possible solutions to
persistent and emerging global issues in many fields
Students
in early grades examine and explore global connections and basic issues and
concerns, suggesting and initiating responsive action plans. In the middle years, learners can
initiate analysis of the interactions among states and nations and their cultural complexities as
they respond to global events and changes. At the high school level, students are able to think
systematically about personal, national, and global decisions, interactions, and consequences,
including addressing critical issues such as peace, human rights, trade, and global ecology.

Study of the ideals, principles, and practices of citizenship in a democratic republic.
All people have a stake in examining civic ideals and practices across time and in diverse
societies as well as at home, and in determining how to close the gap between present
practices and the ideals upon which our democratic republic is based. Learners confront such

questions as: What is civic participation and how can I be involved? How has the meaning of
citizenship evolved? What is the balance between rights and responsibilities? What is the role
of the citizen in the community and the nation, and as a member of the world community?
In the early grades, students are introduced to civic ideals and practices through activities
such as helping to set classroom expectations, examining experiences in relation to ideals, and
determining how to balance the needs of individuals and the group. During these years,
children also experience views of citizenship in other times and places through stories and
drama.
By the middle grades, students expand their ability to analyze and evaluate the
relationships between ideals and practice. They are able to see themselves taking civic roles in
their communities.

